Gié’i’thiéu doi nét ve
lién bang, tieu bang Texas, va Houston.

Pham Ba Hoa

1. LIEN BANG.
a. Téng quat.

Thuong tang cau truc 1a chanh quyén lién bang. V&i quan niém “Kiém Soat va Can Bang’, co cau to chirc lién
bang gobm: Lap Phap + Hanh Phap + Tw Phap, vira kiém soat vira bi kiém soat trong twong quan moi 1anh vyc va tac
ddng qua lai gitra ba co quan.

Duai t chirc lién bang la chanh quyén tiéu bang. Hién nay la 50 tiéu bang (States) va Quan Columbia tirc thi d6
Washington DC. Co cau t6 chire dieu hanh giong nhw lién bang thu hep, ngoai trr Qudc Phong va Ngoai Giao.

Du’é’iNtiéu bang la quan hat (Counties). Toan lién bang cé 3.140 quan hat, trung binh rr]?)i tiéu bang cé 62 quan
hat. Trong méi quan hat cé nhiéu thanh phé I&n nhé. Ha tang cau trdc la chanh quyén thanh phé. (List of Counties of the
United States)

Dién tich toan lién bang 3.794.066 dam vuéng, hay la 9.826.630 cay s vudng. Dan sé tirng 50 nam:
Nam 1800 = 5.236.631 nguoi.
Nam 1850 = 23.191.876 nguoi.
Nam 1900 = 76.212.168 nguoi.
Nam 1950 = 151.325.798 nguoi.
Nam 2000 = 281.429.906 ngwoi.

Nhin trén website clia Census Bureau, dong chi¥ va s dan trén man hinh chuyén déng khéng ngwng nghi. Theo
do, luc 18 gio» 38 phut, gio quéc té (ET+5) ngay 12 thang 01 nam 2010, dan sé Hoa Ky wéc tinh l1a 308.472.817
ngwoi. Trong cung thoi gian, dan sé thé gidi la 6.796.000.708 ngwi. Man hinh ciing cho thay vai con sb khac: (US and
World Popclock)

C& mbi 8 giay ddng hd cé mot tré chao doi.

C& mbi 12 giay déng hd cé mot ngudi chét.

C& méi 37 giay déng hd c6 mot ngudi nhap cu.

(U.S. Popclock)

Mat d6 dan s6 Hoa Ky: 79.6 ngudi trong mot dam vuéng.

Dan s6 10 quéc gia dirng dau thé gisi: (1) Ngay 3/8/2009, Trung Hoa cong san 1.332.170.000 ngudi (gém ca
7.008.900 nguwdi Hong Kong va 546.200 ngudi Ma Cao). (2) Ngay 3/8/2009, An D6 1.167.150.000 ngudi. (3) Ngay
3/8/2009, Hoa Ky 307.057.989 ngudi. (4) Ngay 2/8/2009, Indonesia 230.781.846 nguoi. (5) Ngay 3/8/2009, Brazil
191.635.000 ngudi. (6) Ngay 3/8/2009, Pakistan 167.072.500 nguoi. (7) Ngay 1/7/2009, Bangladesh 162.221.000 ngu&i.
(8) Ngay 1/7/2009, Nigeria 154.729.00 ngwdi. (9) Ngay 3/8/2009, Russia 141.867.000 nguwoi. (10) Ngay 1/5/2009, Japan
127.580.000 nguwdi... (13) Ngay 1/4/2009, Viét Nam cong san 85.789573 ngudi. (List of Countries by Population)

Dan sé 10 thanh phé ding dau thé gidi tinh dén ngay 1/7/2009: (1) Mumbai, An D6 13,922.125 nguoi. (2)
Thweng Hai, China 13.831.900 ngwoi. (3) Karachi, Pakistan 12.991.000 ngwoi. (4) Delhi, An D9 12.259.230 nguoi. (5)
Istanbul, Turkey 11.372.613 nguwoi. (6) Sao Paulo, Brazil 10.990.249 ngw&i. (7) Moscow, Russian 10.452.000 nguwoi. (8)
Seoul, South Korea 10.421.782 ngwi. (9) Beijing, China 10.123.000 ngwdi. (10) Mexico, Mexico 8.836.045 ngudi ...(72)
Ha Noi, Viét Nam 3.678.000 ngudi. (List of Cities by Population)

b. Gido duc.

Bac dai hoc. Lién bang c6 3.040 trwong dai hoc (Colleges & Universities) <List of Colleges and Universities in
USA>.

Tiéu hoc va 2 bac trung hoc. Lién bang c¢6 15.014 Khu Hoc Chanh (sé Iugng nay thay d6i hang nam nhung
khéng nhiéu). “Khu Hoc Chanh”, dich tir nhém chir “Independent School District’, goi tat la ISD <USA Independent
School District>.



Lién bang c6é 10 ISD v&i sb hoc sinh cao nhat: (1) New York ISD (New York) vé&i 999.150 hoc sinh. (2) Los
Angeles (California) v&i 707.627 HS. (3) Chicago (lllinois) v&i 413.694 HS. (4) Miami-Dade (Florida) v&i 353.790 HS. (5)
Clark County ISD (Nevada) voi 303.448 HS. (6) Broward County ISD (Florida) voi 262.813 HS. (7) Houston ISD (Texas)
v&i 202.936 HS. (8) Hillsborough County ISD (Florida) véi 193.517 HS. (9) Hawaii ISD (Hawai) v&i 180,728 HS.

Céc ISD hoan toan tuw tri -ké ca tw tri vé ngan sach- va ngan sach clia cac ISD bao gdm: Thué thu tir tAt ca gia
cw trong khu vue. Tro cp tir tiéu bang. Tro clp tr lién bang. Tro cap tir cac vi hdo tam. Tl nhirng ngudn tro cAp khac.

Tién thué gia cw hang nam, cac chi gia cw tra tryc tiép cho ISD noi cw trd dén 50% hodc nhiéu hon, sé con lai
trd cho S& Thué Counties. Cac Khu Hoc Chanh tai nhitng khu vwc nha tri gia cao, cé ngan sach cao hon cac Khu Hoc
Chanh nhirng khu virc nha tri gia thap. Do vay ma c6 nhirng ISD “giau” va nhirng ISD “nghéo”. Giau thi nhiéu truwdng tét,
thué gido vién gia cao, day hoc tét, thu hat nhiéu gia dinh chuyén dén cw tra vi an tdm vé gido duc hoc dwdng cho cac
con em.

Nam hoc 2005-2006, c6 56.000.000 hoc sinh trong 97.000 trwd'ng céng va 28.000 truwdng tw. Chi phi giao duc Ién
dén 909.000.000.000 m§ kim (909 ty), trong s6 nay hon 90% |a ngan sach cla céc tiéu bang va cac ISD. Ngan sach gido
duc lién bang chi cé 89 ty. Theo “School Nutrition Association” va “US Department of Agriculture” dang trong Houston
Chronicle ngay 28/4/2008, trong ndm hoc 2006-2007 riéng tro cap cho bira &n trwa cho hoc sinh “nghé&o” trén toan lién
bang lén dén 8.200.000.000 (8 ty 200 triéu) my kim.

N&m hoc 2007-2008, ngan sach gido duc toan lién bang Ién dén 1.000 ty my kim, trong s6 d6 91% la ngan sach
cla cac tiéu bang va cac Khu Hoc Chanh.

Theo bang xép hang nam 2007, trong s6 500 trwdng dai hoc ndi danh trén thé gidi, Hoa Ky c6 166 trudng. Néu
tinh riéng 20 trwong dirng dau danh sach 500 trwong, Hoa Ky c6 dén 17 trwdng. Néu tinh riéng 100 trwdng dirng dau
danh sach 500 trwdng, Hoa Ky c6 dén 54 trweng. (http:/ed.sjtu.edu.cn-/rank/2007)

Tri thivc Hoa Ky doat gidi Nobel 1a 270 vi tinh dén nam 2005. Pay la con sb cao nhat thé gidi. Th& nhi la Anh
quéc v&i 101 vi. Thi ba 1a Bire qubc véi 76 vi. (http://www.aneki.com/nobel/htm).

Nhiéu trwéng dai hoc ndi danh, dan dén nhiéu nha tri thirc doat giai Nobel, d&n dén nén ky nghé phat trién 1 diéu
tAt nhién. Két luan, gido duc 1a nén tang phat trién con ngwoi dan dén phat trién xa hoi.

c. Kinh té.

Nam tai chanh tinh tir 1 thang 10 nam nay dén 30 thang 9 nam ké tiép.
Tong san pham quoc gia (GDP) trong nam 2008: Toan thé gi¢i: 78.360 ty my kim.

Téng san pham (GDP) 10 quéc gia dirng dau danh sach ndm 2008 nhw sau: (1) Hoa Ky 14.330 ty my kim. (2)
Nhat Ban 4.844 ty MK. (3) trung Hoa cdng san 4.222 ty MK. (4) Céng Hoa Lién Bang Buc 3.818 ty MK. (5) Phap quéc
2.987 ty MK. (6) Anh québc 2.787 ty MK. (7) Y Dai Loi (ltaly) 2.399 ty MK. (8) Lién Bang Nga 1.757 ty MK. (9) Tay Ban
Nha 1.683 ty MK. (10) Ba Tay (Brazil) 1.665 ty MK ... (61) Viét Nam cdng san 90 ty 880 triéu MK. (List of Countries by
GDP)

Khu vwe san xuat trong GDP cla 10 quéc gia ding dau thé gi¢i nam 2005: (1) Lién Hiép Au Chau: Néng pham
2.1%, Ky nghé 27.3%, Dich vu 70.5%. (2) Hoa Ky: Néng Pham 0.9%, Ky nghé 20.4%, Dich vu 78.6%. (3) Nhat Ban:
Néng phadm 1.6%, Ky nghé 25.3%, Dich vu 73.1%, (4) Birc quéc: Nong phadm 0.9%, Ky nghé 29.1%, Dich vu 70%. (5)
Trung Hoa cong san: Néng phdm 11.0%, Ky nghé 48.1%, Dich vu 40%. (6) Anh qubc: 1%, K§ ngh 25.6%, Dich vu
73.4%. (7) Phap qudc: Nong phdm 2.2%, K§ nghé 20.6%, Dich vu 77.2%. (8) ltaly: Néng phdm 2%. Ky nghé 29.1%, Dich
vu 69%. (9) Brazil: Néng pham 8%, Ky nghé 38%, Dich vu 54%. (10) Mexico: Néng pham 3.7%, Ky nghé 34.1%, Dich vu
62.3% ... (61) Viét Nam cong san; Néng Pham 20.1%. Ky nghé 41.8%. Dich vu 38/1%. (List of Countries by GDP Sector
Composition).

Téng san pham/dau ngwoi cla 10 qudc gia dirng dau danh sach nam 2008 theo Worlk Bank nhu sau: (1)
Luxenbourg 111.182 my kim. (2) Norway 94.359 MK. (3) Switzerland 64.011 MK. (4) Ireland 63.178 MK. (5) Denmark
62.327 MK. (6) Iceland 52.549 MK. (7) Netherland 52.322 MK. (8) Sweden 52.057 MK. (9) Finland 51.060 MK. (10)
Austria 49.902 ... (12) Hoa Ky vé&i 46.716 MK ... (20) Singapore v&i 37.600 MK ... (30) Bai Han v&i 19.115 MK .. (98)
Trung Hoa cdng san v&i 2.912 MK ... (132) Viét Nam cdng san v&i 1.051 MK. (List of Countries by GDP Per Capita)

Téng s6 xe san xuéat cta 10 québc gia dirng dau danh sach ndm 2008 nhw sau: (1) Nhat Ban 11.563.629 chiéc.
(2) Trung Hoa cdng san 9.745.101 chiéc. (3) Hoa Ky 8.705.239 chiéc. (4) Birc qudc 6.040.582 chiéc. (5) Nam Han
3.806.682 chiéc. (6) Brazil 3.220.475 chiéc. (7) Phap qubc 2.568.978 chiéc. (8) Tay Ban Nha 2.541.644 chiéc. (9) An Do
2.314.662 chiéc. (10) Mexico 2.191.230 chiéc.... (44) Viét Nam coéng san 33.418 chiéc. Toan thé gi¢i 1a 70.526.531 chiéc.
(List of Countries by Motor Vehicle Production).

Téng s6 xe Iwu hanh cla 10 quéc gia dirng dau thé gi¢i ndm 2007: (1) Hoa Ky 229 triéu chiéc. (2) Trung Hoa
cong san 176 triéu chiéc. (3) Nhat Ban 69 triéu chiéc. (4) Birc qubc 44 triéu chiéc. (5) Italy 34 triéu chiéc. (6) Phap quéc
31 triéu chiéc. (7) Russia 27 triéu chiéc. (8) Anh québc 26 triéu chiéc. (9) Brazil 25 triéu chiéc. (10) Tay Ban Nha 21 triéu
chiéc. Tdng sbé xe Ilwu hanh trén gi¢i ndm 2007 khoang 806 triéu chiéc. (Viét Nam cong san khong cé tén trén danh sach
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nay. List of Countries by total number of motor vehicle owned)

S6 lwong xe/1000 ngwei ctia 10 qudc gia dirng dau thé gidi nam 2008: (1) Hoa Ky 765 chiéc. (2) Luxembourg
686 chiéc. (3) Iceland 658 chiéc. (4) Australia 619 chiéc. (5) Puerto Rico 617 chiéc. (6) Malta 607 chié1. (7) ltaly 566
chiéc. (8) Canada 563 chiéc. (9) New Zraland 560 chiéc. (10) Austria 558 chiéc... (107) Trung Hoa 17 chiéc. (Viét Nam
cong san khong c6 tén trén danh sach 114 quéc gia) List of Countries by vehicles per capita.

Téng tri gia xuat cang cta 10 quéc gia dirng dau thé gidi ndm 2008: (1) Birc qudc 1.498 ty my kim. (2) Trung
Hoa cdng san 1.435 ty MK. (3) Hoa Ky 1.291 ty MK. (4) Nhat Ban 746 ty MK. (5) Phap quéc 601 ty MK. (6) Italy 546 ty
MK. (7) Hoa Lan 533 ty MK. (8) Russia 471 ty MK. (9) Anh quéc 464 ty MK. (10) Canada 459 ty MK... (50) Viét Nam cong
san 63 ty 730 trieu MK. (List of Countries by Exports)

Téng tri gia nhap cang cta 10 quéc gia dirng dau thé gidi ndm 2008: (1) Hoa Ky 2.190 ty my kim. (2) Burc
quéc 1.202 ty MK. (3) Trung Hoa cong san 1.156 ty MK. (4) Phap quéc 833 ty MK. (5) Nhat Ban 696 ty MK. (6) Anh qubc
645 ty MK. (7) Italy 566 ty MK. (8) Hoa Lan 485 ty MK. (9) Tay Ban Nha 444 ty MK. (10) Canada 436 ty MK... (42) Viét
Nam céng san 79 ty 370 triéu MK. (List of Countries by Imports).

Téng san pham (GDP) 10 tiéu bang dirng dau danh sach ndm 2008 nhw sau: (1) California 1.846 ty my kim
(MK). (2) Texas 1.223 ty MK. (3) New York 1.144 ty MK. (4) Florida 744 ty MK. (5) lllinois 633 ty MK. (6) Pennsylvania
533 ty MK. (7) New Jersey 474 ty MK. (8) Ohio 471 ty MK. (9) North Carolina 400 ty MK. (10) Georgia 397 ty MK. Quan
Columbia (tht d6) 93 ty MK v&i thir hang gitra 34 véi 35. C6 18 tiéu bang tdng san pham dwéi 100 ty. Tiéu bang Vermont
th& hang 50/50 v&i tbng sa&n pham 24 ty MK. (Viét Nam v&i 86 triéu dan, nam 2008: 90 ty MK véi thir hang 60/190 quéc
gia & 1anh thd). Theo tiéu chuan cla Lién Hiép Quéc, téng san pham quéc gia/ dau ngwdi dén 730 my kim/ndm la quéc
gia nghéo, t» 731 dén 3000 my kim/nam la trung binh thap, tir 3001 dén dwdi 10.000 my kim/nam la trung binh cao,
10.000 my kim tré 1&n 1a thu nhap cao va québc gia d6 duwgc xép vao danh sach phat trién. (List of U.S. States by GDP)

Téng san phadm dau ngwei cia 10 tidu bang dirng dau danh sach ndm 2007, nhw sau: (1) District of Columbia
62.484 my kim. (2) Connecticut 54.981 MK. (3) New Jresey 49.511 MK. (4) Wyoming 47.047 MK. (5) Maryland 46.471
MK. (6) New York 46.364 MK. (7) California 41.805 MK. (8) Virginia 41.727 MK. (9) New Hampshire 41.639 MK. (10)
Washington State 41.203 MK. Texas thi hang 22 véi 37.083 MK. Cudi danh sach la Mississippi v&i 28.541 my kim. (List
of U.S. States by GDP Per Capita)

Nam 2008, lyc lwong lao dong: 154.500.000 ngudi. Vi kinh té suy thoai, thang 2/2009, ty Ié that nghiép 8.1%,
thang 10/2009 lén 10.2%, thang 12/2009 xuéng con 10%.

Cubi nam 2008, Nilson Report wéc lwgng khodng 700.000.000 (700 triéu) thé tin dung dang dwoc 305.000.000
dan Hoa Ky st dung, v&i sb no wéc lwong khodng 2.000 ty my kim.

Ky nghé chanh: Dau hda hoi dbt. Sat thép. Xe hoi. Hang khéng & khéng gian. Vién thong. Hoa hoc. Dién tir. Ché
bién thwc phdm. G&. Khoang san. Va kj nghé qudc phong.

Té chirc G8.

Nhom céc quéc gia phat trién hinh thanh nam 1975 véi 6 qudc gia: Hoa Ky, Anh, Phap, Tay Birc, Nhat Ban, va v.
Lan hop dau tién tai Phap trong 3 ngay 15-17 thang 11 nam 1975. Nam sau d6, Canada gia nhap thanh G7. Nam 1997,
lién bang S6 Viét sup d6, t6 chirc G7 nhan nwéc Nga gia nhap thanh G8. Nam 2005, nhan thém Brazil, Trung Hoa cong
san, An o, Mé Tay Co, va Nam Phi, nhwng khdng goi G13 ma goi G8+5 vi 5 quéc gia sau nay mirc séng con thap. Hang
nam hop mét 1an luan phién tai cac quéc gia G8. Trong ky hop ndm 2008 tai Nhat Ban, nhan thém Australia, Dai Han, va
Indonesia, goi la G8+5+3. Nam 2009 hop tai ltaly. Nam 2010 sé hop tai Canada. http./en.wikipedia.org/wiki/list/G8

Nhirng cong ty I&n trén thé giéi.

Tw dia chi <hatien...> trich trong tap chi Forbes ngay 8/4/2009, trén thé gidi cé 2.000 coéng ty Ién nhat dwoc danh
gia qua: Doanh thu, lgi nhuan, tai san, va gia tri thj treéng. Hai ngan cong ty nay thudc 62 quéc gia ma Hoa Ky la quéc
gia dan dau véi 551 coéng ty, 91 cla Trung Hoa cong san, 61 ctia Dai Han, 47 ctia An Dd. Viét Nam khoéng cé cong ty
nao. Téng thu nhap cta 2.000 cdng ty trong nam 2008 |a 32 ngan ty my kim, trong dé téng lgi nhuan 1a 1.600 ty my kim.
V6i 30 cong ty dirng dau danh sach 2.000 cong ty 1a: Hoa Ky 10, Phap 4, Trung Hoa cong san 4, Nhat Ban 3, Anh quéc
3, mbi qudc gia sau day cé 1 codng ty la Hoa Lan, Birc quéc, Nga, Brazil, Tay Ban Nha, va ltaly.

Hé théng dwong sa.

Xa 19 lién bang (khéng dén lwu théng). Vao nhivng nam 50, Téng Théng Eisenhower cho xay dung hé théng xa
16 lién bang. T d6 dén nam 2004, Tdng chiéu dai hé théng xa 16 |a 46.837 miles hay la 75.376 cay sé. Dén nam 2006,
tbng chiéu dai hé théng xa 16 1a 160. 000 miles hay la 256.000 cay sé (chwa ké xa 16 cac tiéu bang). Xa 16 di tlr ddng sang
tay danh sé chan, la : 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, 60 ,70, 80, va 90. Xa |6 di tir nam |1&n béc danh sé 1&, Ia: 5 doc b Thai Binh
Duwong, 15, 25, 35, 45, 55, 65, 75, 85, va 95 doc b& bai Tay Dwong. Dai nhat 1a xa 16 90, tr Boston tiéu bang
Massachussetts dén Seattle tidu bang Washington, dai 30.20 miles hay la 4.861 cay s6. Ngén nhat 1a xa 16 45 ti
Galveston dén Dallas trong tiéu bang Texas dai 285 miles hay la 459 cay s6. Rong nhét |a xa 16 Katy (Texas) v&i 26 lanes
(m6t doan clia xa 16 10). Lwong xe cao nhét |a xa 16 405 & Los Angeles dén 390.000 xe/ngay. Lwong xe thap nhét la xa


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/list/G8

16 93 Houlton dén Main (sang Canada) véi 1.800 xe/ngay.

Xa 16 cac tiéu bang. Tong chiéu dai xa 16 cac tiéu bang 1 46.000 miles hay 1& 75.000 cay sb.

Puwong cé dén lwu thong (thuwong goi la dwdng dwédi). Téng cong chiéu dai khoang 4.209.835 cay sb duwong
trang nhwa, va khoadng 2.225.964 cay sé duwong khong trang nhua. (List of US by total miles of highways)

d. Céng Dong Viét Nam.

Trich vai con sb trong théng ké cta Census Bureau ndm 2000. Céng Dong Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky la 1.122.528
nguwdi. Cubi nam 2005 la 1.521.353 ngwoi. Theo théng k& nam 2000, khoang 85% nguwdi Viét Nam trong sb 1.122.528
ngwdi qui tu trong 293.621 don vi gia cw v&i nhan khau tlr 3 ngudi tré 1én. Gia thuyét trung binh méi gia dinh cé mot
ngudi tot nghiép dai hoc trd 1én, Cong Ddng Viét Nam tai Hoa Ky cé gan 300.000 chuyén gia cac nganh. Sé6 nha nguoi
Viét Nam lam chi la 158.319 don vi, hay la 54%. (trong khi toan Hoa Ky lam chl gia cv la 66.2%). Viét Nam lam chu
97.784 co s& kinh doanh thwong mai dich vu, véi doanh thu nam 1999 la 6.768.000.000 my kim (6 ty 768 triéu MK).

Loi tlrc ca nhan do Census Bureau thdng ké nam 2000 nhw sau:
- 27.4% duw¢i 25.000 my kim.
- 27.2% tlr 25.000 dén dwdi 50.000 my kim.
- 31.3% tir 50.000 dén dwdi 100.000 my kim.
- 12.3% t 100.000 dén dwdi 200.000 my kim.
- Va 1.8% co lgi tire tr 200.000 my kim tré 1én.

Sé tién ma ba con trong Céng DBdng gdi vé Viét Nam gidp than nhan lién tuc gia tdng v&i nhirtng con sb nhw sau:
Nam 1991; 35 triéu my kim. Nam 1992; 136 trieu MK. Nam 1993; 175 triéu MK. Nam 1994; 210 triéu MK. Nam 1995; 285
triéu MK. Nam 1996; 450 triéu MK, Nam 1997; 690 triéu MK. Nam 1998; 950 triéu MK. Nam 1999; 1 ty 100 triéu MK. Nam
2000; 1 ty 700 trieu MK. Nam 2001; 1 ty 900 triéu MK. Nam 2002; 2 ty 100 triéu MK. Nam 2003; 2 ty 700 triéu MK. Nam
2004; 3 ty MK. Nam 2005; 3 ty 800 triéu MK. Nam 2006; 6 ty 820 triéu MK. Nam 2007; 5 ty 500 triéu MK. Nam 2008; 7 ty
200 triéu MK. Sau thang dau ndm 2009, théng k& CSVN ghi nhan chi cé 2 ty 830 triéu MK, ddng thdi wéc tinh trong ndm
2009 chi vao khoang 6 ty MK.

Tbng cong tr ndm 1991 dén nra ddu nam 2009, sb tién ma ba con trong Céng Ddng g&i vé Viét Nam gidp than
nhan I&n dén 41.581.000.000 MK (41 ty 581 triéu MK). Con sé nay chuwa tinh khéi lwgng my kim do ba con mang theo khi
vé Viét Nam thadm than nhan. (trich nhitng con sb cta Vu Téng Hop/Bé Kinh Té CSVN trén Vietnamnet)

2. TIEU BANG TEXAS.
a. Tong quat.
Texas tré thanh tiéu bang thir 28 trong lién bang Hoa Ky ngay 29 thang 12 ndm 1845, sau

9 nam doc 1ap voi tén nwdc Cong Hoa Texas. Austin la thu phi tiéu bang. Ong Stephen F. Austin,
dwoc tén vinh “Cha Gia” ciia Texas. Tda nha Quéc Hai tiéu bang xay dwng xong nam 1888.

V&i dién tich 266.873 dam vudng, hay la 691.201 cdy sé vuéng (Viét Nam khoang 331.000 cay sb vuodng), chi
sau dién tich tiéu bang Alaska. Lanh thd hanh chanh tiéu bang t6 chirc thanh 254 quéan hat (Counties) bao gém 1.288
thanh pho, thj tran.

Dan sél, nam 1990 = 16.986.510. Nam 2000 = 20.851.820. Nam 2008 = 24.416.507 nguwoi trong 8.453.247 gia
cw. Tudi tiv 4 dén 9 = 28.8%. Tl 20 dén 64 = 60.8%. Va tir 65 tudi tré 1én = 10.4%.

Théng k& nam 2006, County déng dan nhét la Harris v&i 3.400.578 nguoi, va County c6 sb dan it nhat 1a Loving
véi dién tich 676 dam vuéng chi cé 67 ngudi dan. Mat do ctia County nay, 1 ngwdi/10 dam vudng. Trong sb 254 Counties
c6 dén 7 Counties dwéi 1.000 dan. Trong sb 1.288 thanh phé thi tran, Houston dan dau véi 2.144.491 dan, Dallas the
2, San Antonio thr 3, Austin tht 4, El Paso tht 5, Fort Worth the 6. Va thj tran it dan nhét Ia Guerra vai dién tich 5 ddm
vudng chi cé 8 nguwoi dan trong 6 don vi gia cw. Cé 35 thi trAn dwéi 100 dan, 68 thanh phd tir 100 dén 199 dan. Puéong
ranh gidi tir El Peso thang vé phia Déng va ngay géc Ién phia Bac la Loving County.

Van nhin theo dan sé cip County. Harris County (Texas) dirng hang thx 3 trén toan lién bang, sau Los Angeles
County California), va Cook County (lllinois). Harris County c6 26 Khu Hoc Chanh (ISD) v&i 880.000 hoc sinh tir Iop K
dén Iép 12 (nam hoc 2008-2009).

b. Giao duc.

Bac dai hoc. Theo tai liéu ndm 2008, tiéu bang c6 145 trwéng dai hoc (Colleges & Universities) <List of Colleges
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and Universities in Texas> Bén trwéng Ién nhat cla tiéu bang 1a University of Houston, Texas A&M, University of North
Houston, va University of Texas at Austin.

Bac tiéu hoc va 2 bac trung hoc, tiéu bang c6 1,222 Khu Hoc Chanh bao gém 8.998 trvong, voi 4.589.287 hoc
sinh, va 310.078 Thay giao C6 Giao. Trung binh 1 gido vién phu trach 15 hoc sinh. Dy chi cho moi hoc sinh trong nam
hoc la 7.554 my kim.

ISD duwoc tiéu bang danh gia tét la: (1) Katy ISD. (2) Clear Creek ISD. (3) Klein ISD. (4) Fort Bend ISD. (5)
Humble ISD. (6) Va Spring ISD (List of the largest ISD).

Thang 3/2007, Québc Héi tiéu bang thao luan dy luat gidm thué trwong hoc, cung luc gia tang thué thubc la dé
quan binh ngan sach cac ISD.

Trong sb 500 truwéng dai hoc ndi danh trén thé gidi, Hoa Ky c6 dén 170 trwdng. Tiéu bang cé cac trwdng sau day
xép theo th&r hang trong danh sach 500 truéng dé: Trwong dai hoc Texas tai Austin hang 40. Trwdng dai hoc Rice
(Houston) hang 75. Truwdng Baylor College Medical (Houston) hang 103. Trwong dai hoc Texas A&M hang 115. Trwdng
dai hoc Texas Health Sci. Center (Houston) hang 185. Trwong dai hoc Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center (Houston)
hang 186.

Trong bac tiéu hoc va 2 bac trung hoc tw nhéan. C6 1.344 truwdng, véi 257.153 hoc sinh va 19,211 Théy gido Co6
gido. Trung binh, 1 gido vién phu trach 14 hoc sinh.

c. Kinh té.

Ngay 24 thang 5 nam 2007, Quéc Hoi tiéu bang thong qua dw luat ngan sach cho tai khdéa 2007-2008 va 2008-
2009 la 152.000.000.000 my kim (152 ty). Hon 50% trong s6 nay danh cho gido duc, bao gém tang lwong trong nganh
giao duc.

Tong san pham (GDP) tiéu bang ndm 2008 la 1.223.571.000.000 my kim (1 ngan 223 ty 511 triéu) ding hang
thtr 2. C6 18 tiéu bang téng san phap duwdi 100 ty. (Viét Nam voi 86 triéu dan: Nam 2008 90 ty 880 triéu MK, thir hang
60/190 quéc gia & lanh thd). Source <List of U.S. States by GDP>

Nam 2007, tdng san pham tiéu bang/dau nguoi 37.083 my kim (VNCS ndm 2008 Ia 1.051 MK)

Nam 2006, Texas xuét cang 150.900.000.000 my kim. (150 ty 900 triéu MK), trong khi tiéu bang California xuat
cang 127.700.000.000 my kim.

Texas c6 40 ty pha, nhiéu hon Anh va Phap cong lai, vi hon 80% céc loai hda chét va dau héa cua toan lién bang
do cac dai cong ty trong tiéu bang san xuét. (Source: Texas State Comptroller). , va nhiéu dai cong ty dat tru s& chanh tai
Texas, nhw: Conoco, Philips, Dell, Valero, AT&T, Halliburton, JC Penny, Burlington, American Airlines, Continental
Airlines, Southwest Airlines, Reliant Energy. (Source: Forbes Magazine)

Xa lo.
Xa 16 lién bang trong pham vi tiéu bang, c6: 10, 20, 30, 40 (déng-tay), 27, 35, 37, 45 (nam-béc)

Tiéu bang c6 cac xa 16 54, 57, 59, 60, 62, 67, 69, 70, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 87, 90, 90A, 175, 180, 181, 183,
190, 259,277, 281, 285, 287, 290, 377, 380, va 385.

3. THANH PHO HOUSTON. (http:/en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston)
a. Tong quat.

Houston c6 tudi tho 172 nadm tinh dén 2008. Houston la tén cla vi Twéng Sam Houston, da don
doc chién thang Mé& Tay Co (Mexico) ngay 21 thang 4 nam 1836, dan dén su doc lap cla tiéu bang Texas.
Hinh bén canh 1a brc twong 16n hon ngwdi that, mau trdng, sirng sirng tai dia phwong cla 6ng séat canh
xa 16 lién bang sb 45. Du khéach tir Houston, theo xa 16 lién bang 45 1én hwéng bac khoang 60 dam, truéc
khi dén thanh phd Huntsville, déu trong thay pho twong nay.

Houston la thanh phd déng dan hang thi 4 trong 10 thanh phé I&n trén toan lién bang sau New
York, Los Angeles, va Chicago. Dién tinh 601 dam vudng hay la 1.660 cay s6 vuong. Néu gém vung phu
can la 8.778 dam vudng (khodng 22.822 cay sb vudng, bang qudc gia Do Thai). Dan sé cudi ndm 2006 |a 2.144.491




ngwdi. Trong thanh phan dan sb Houston bao gdm Cong Ddng Viét Nam va cac Cong Ddng thiéu sé khac nhau: Da tréng
49.27%, da den 25.31%, da db 0.44%, A Chau 5.31%, cac dao trong vung Thai Binh Dwong 0.06%, cac sac dan khac
16.46%, va 3.15% la cong ddng c6 2 séc dan trd 1én. Déng ddo nhat trong cac Cong Dong thiéu sé 1a Cong Ddng Mé Tay
Co. biéu nay ciing dé hiéu, vi tiéu bang Texas c6 dwéng bién gidi kha dai véi M& Tay Co, trong khi luat phap gitra hai
quéc gia vé van dé bién gidi khong khat khe nén ngudi Mé “vuot bién” dé dang. Cho dén gitra ndm 2006, luat phap dwoc
didu chinh lai v&i nhitng bién phap gét gao véi hang rao doc bién gidi tir Texas qua dén San
Diego ctia California, dai hon 1.000 cay s, trong muc dich ngan chan nguwdi Mé& “vwot bién” sang
Hoa Ky.

Voi dién tich rong Ion cia Houston, thanh phd dwoc phan ra bén phuong tam huéng:
boéng, Tay, Nam, Bac, va Bong Bac, Bbéng Nam, Tay Bac, Tay Nam.

Thi Trwéng duoc bau theo nhiém ky hai nam. Hién nay (2010), Thi Truc’mg‘lé Ba Paker. Hc}i‘E)‘éng Thanh Phé voi
chirc nang nhe mét Quoc Hoi tieu bang hay lién bang cta Houston, ciing do dén bau hai nam mét lan. Nhivng vi dai dién
dan ctr trong H6i Dong nay goi la Nghij Vién.

b. Giao duc.

Houston va phu can c6 55 trweong dai hoc (Colleges & Universities).
Trwong dai hoc Houston (University of Houston) thanh 1ap nam 1927. Co s& UH tai downtown Houston vé&i dién tich 595
acres dwoc xép hang 3 trong tiéu bang Texas, va hang 23 trong toan lién bang. Ndm hoc 2008-2009 c6 36.104 sinh vién.
Nhin theo nguén gbc thi: (1) 21.049 sinh vién cw ngu trong Harris County. (2) 11.062 sinh vién tir cac Counties khac cla
tiéu bang. (3) 1.024 sinh vién tir c4c tiéu bang khac cda lién bang. (4) Va 2.969 sinh vién t&» 129 quéc gia khac. Nhin theo
phai tinh, c6 18.371 nam sinh vién va 17.733 nir sinh vién. C6 2.031 giao sw. Trung binh, 1 gido sw/17 sinh vién.

Cudi ndm hoc 2008-2009 c6 6.499 sinh vién tét nghiép, gébm: 4.759 cr nhan, 1.478 cao hoc (Master), va 262 tién
si (PH.D.)

Houston va phu can c6 24 Khu Hoc Chanh (ISD). Houston ISD dirng hang tht 7 trong s6 10 ISD dirng dau toan
lién bang, v&i 288 trwdng hoc, 13.000 thay/cd gido, va 202.936 hoc sinh. Trung binh 1 giao vién trach nhiém 16 hoc sinh.

c. Kinh té tai chanh.

Tbng san phadm (GDP) nam 2004 cta Houston+Sugar Land+Baytown: 191 ty 918 triéu my kim. N&m 2005: 209 ty
818 trieu MK. Nam 2006: 325 ty 500 triéu MK bang ba nwédc Austria+Poland+Saudi Arabia cong lai (source Houston
City). Téng san pham tinh theo dau ngudi. Nam 2004: 36.676 my kim. N&m 2005: 39.199 MK. Nam 2006: 41.429 MK,
hang 30 toan lién bang (source Houston City).

Ngan sach. Nam tai chanh 2006-2007: 1.811.424.000 my kim, va nam tai chanh 2007-2008: 1.959.057.000 my
kim.

Hé théng xa 1.

Hé thdng xa 16 lién bang chay ngang Houston, cé: Xa 16 10 ‘chay ngang Houston tlr Tay sang Dong va nguoc lai.
Doan xa 10 trong pham vi Texas dai 880 dam, hay la 1.400 cay sb dai. Xa 16 45 bat dau tir thanh phd bién Galveston,
ngang qua Houston 1&n Dallas vé& huéng Bac.

Xa 16 tiéu bang. Xa 16 6 (highway, c6 dén giao théng) dwoc xem la xa 16 vong dai sé 3 cla thanh phé, du chi bao
quanh ba mé&t Bac-Tay-Nam. Dai khoang 35 dam (hay la 55 cay s6). Xa |6 99 dang xay dung, dwoc xem la xa 16 vong dai
s6 4 clia thanh phé. D4 hoan thanh va dwa vao st dung doan tir xa 16 lién bang sd 10, vong phia Tay Houston xudng dén
xa 16 59 phia Tay Nam. Dai khoang 40 dam (hay la 60 cay s6). Xa 16 59 (Frwy), theo dv liéu trong thda wéc North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) g|LPa 3 quoc gia c6 hiéu lyc tir ngay 1/1/1994, trong thap nién dau cua thé ky
21 nay sé tré thanh “xa 16 69 xuyén qudc gia”, néi lién truc lwu théng hang hoéa tir Canada sang Hoa Ky vao noi dia Mé
Tay Co va nguoc lai. Xa 16 nay xuyén ngang Houston véi 6 lanes cho hai chiéu xe chay, da va dang mé rong thanh 12
lanes. Da xong va dwa vao st dung doan phia tay tr xa |6 lién bang 10 xuéng dén xa & 59 viing Southwest.

Xa 16 thanh phd. Xa 16 610 hay la xa 16 vong dai sb 1, bao quanh thanh phd vé&i 4 canh gan nhuw bang nhau.
Khoang cach chim bay tlr Déng sang Tay cling nhw tir Nam 1én Bac, dai 15 dam (gan 24 cay sb6). Xa 16 8 la xa 16 ¢o tra
tién va la xa 16 vong dai sb 2 bao quanh thanh phd. Khodng cach chim bay tir Déng sang Tay ciing nhw tir Nam 1&n Bac
khoang 25 dam (gan 40 cay sb). Xa 16 West Park c6 tra tién hoan thanh nam 2006, nbi xa 16 99 tir thanh phd Katy phia
Tay Houston, vao xa 16 59 khu Tay Nam Houston, gitip gidm bét ket xe tir Katy vao Houston. Xa 16 nay ciing gép phan
quan trong vao sy phat trién ctia thanh phé Katy, dién hinh 1a rat nhiéu khu vic (subdivision) nha méi véi gia tri cao dwoc
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xay dwng noi day. Do vay ma Katy ISD dwoc xem la gidu nhat trong cac ISD cua tiéu bang. Katy ISD ¢4 hai trwéng trung
hoc “Cinco Ranch high school” va “Seven Lakes high school” I&n vao loai nhat nhi cta toan lién bang.:

d. Doi nét tiéu biéu cta Houston:

Phi trudng qudc té (IAH) mang tén George W. Bush, cwu Téng Théng Hoa Ky. Phi trwdng nay c6 nam nha ga,
mdi nha ga c6 kha nang tiép nhan cung mét luc trén dwdi 100 phi co thwong mai loai duwdng dai. Phi trwdng toa lac phia
béc Houston, gira xa 16 lién bang sé 45, xa 16 tiéu bang s6 59, va xa 16 sé 8 cla thanh phd. Khu vwc phia nam Houston
cling cé mét phi tridrng nhé so véi phi trvong Bush la phi treong Hobby. Phi trwong nay cung luc co kha nang tiép nhan
50 phi co thwong mai loai dwéng dai. Hai phi trwéng nay cé sbé cong nhan vién chire 18n dén 151.000 ngwéi. Nam 2008,
da phuc vy 24.000.000 (24 triéu) hanh khach va 347.000 tan hang héa. Dién thoai Airport Manager: 281-230-3100. (List
of US by airports)

Co Quan Quén Tri Hang Khéng & Khoéng Gian Hoa Ky (NASA), hoat dong tr nam 1961. NASA dwoc xem nhw
“thanh phé vi tru thu nhd”, c6 nhiéu co sé& tai nhiéu tiéu bang ké ca can c& phéng phi thuyén & Florida, nhwng co sé tai
Houston 13 trung tam v&i sb vién chirc va chuyén gia 1én dén 17.500 nguwdi, trong sb d6 cé khodng 200 chuyén gia Viét
Nam. NASA da dat nhiéu thanh coéng quan trong trong chwong trinh tham hiém chinh phuc vii tru khéng gian. Gan day
nhét 1a phi thuyén Phoenix khong ngudi l4i, roi trai dat ngay 4/8/2007 va sau 10 thang bay véi van tbc 12.600 dam/gior da
vuot 422 triéu dam (x 1.6 cay sb = 675 trieu cay sb) trong khdng gian va dap an toan trén bé mat Sao Héa ngay
15/5/2008. NASA dung phi thuyén nay dé nghién cvu trén Hda Tinh c6 thé cé sw sbng hay khong. Vi tri trung tam NASA
canh xa 16 lién bang 45 south, exit 25 theo dwérng Nasa Road vé phia déng, sé& nhin thady NASA bén trai. Dién thoai: 281-
244-2100. Trang Web www.spacecenter.org

Texas Medical Center, toa lac trong trung tdm thanh phd. Réng 675 mau Anh (Acre) véi hon 40 co quan y té, ké
ca 2 trwong dai hoc y khoa, 4 trwdng dao tao y ta, 2 vién nghién ctru, 13 bénh vién, ..v..v.. Dac biét la bénh vién MD
Anderson chuyén tri ung thw, tdm véc québc té. Anderson la mét trong nhirng bénh vién Ién. Da cé nhiéu vi Ianh dao ciing
nhw nhidu nhan vat 1anh dao chinh tri ndi tiéng thé gi¢i diéu tri tai bénh vién nay. Trang Web www.tmc.edu

Pudng ham dai 6 dam (khodng 10 cay sb) sau 7 thwéc dwdi Iong trung tam thanh phd, véi 77 tda nha cao tang
(Building) lam van phong ctia hon 100 co s& thwong mai, ngan hang, nha hang, khach san, va nhiéu co sé dich vu khac.
Khu thwong mai dwdng hAm nay chi mé clra trong nhirng ngay gid lam viéc, phuc vu nhirtng ngudi lam viéc trong khu
vire trung tdm thanh phd. Thadm viéng tw do. Dién thoai 713-437-5556.

Cang Houston dai 25 dam (40 cay sb) la mét trong 10 cang I&n nhat thé gidi, véi kha nang bdc d& hang héa 215
triéu tAn/ndm. Th& hang 10 cang I&n nhat thé gidi can cir kha ndng bdc d& hang trong ndm 2005: Thwong Hai (Trung
Hoa cong san=THCS) v&i 443 triéu tn, Singapore 423 triéu tan, Rotterdam (Hoa Lan) 376 triéu tan, Ningbo (THCS) 272
triéu tan, Tianjin (THCS), Guangzhou (THCS) 241 triéu tan, Hong Kong (THCS) 230 triéu tan, Pusan (Dai Han) 217 triéu
tan, Louisiana 192 triéu tan, va Houston 192 triéu tan.

Dai twdng niém chién thdng clia Twéng Sam Houston ndm 1836, cao 570 feet (khodng 190 thwéc). Vién Béo
tang lich st noi day co tén San Jacinto, Iwu trlr hon 300.000 tai liéu va vat chirng lich str, cing véi 35.000 quyén sach
lién quan dén tran chién doé. Dién thoai: 281-479-2421.

Forbidden Gardens, s 23500 Frantz, thanh phé Katy cach downtown Houston khodng 25 dam (40 cay s6). Bién
thoai 281-347-8000. Day 1a co s& duy nhéat trén dat Hoa Ky do Cong DBdng Trung Hoa xay dwng va quan tri, dwng lai mot
goc lich st Trung Hoa thoi vua Tan Thi Hoang (Emperior Qin’s). Cung dién tai Trung Hoa dwoc xay dwng trong khu
Forbidden Gardens dwdi dang thu nhd trén mot dién tich 40 mau Anh. Dién thoai 281-347-8000. Trang Web
www.forbidden-gardens.com.

Houston Zoo, toa lac sb 1513 N. MacGregor, trung tdm thanh phd. Dién thoai 713-533-6500. Rong 55 méq Anh.
Vwon thu nhw mét ngdi nha than thuong cta hon 3.500 con vat, dai dién cho 700 loai dong vat khac nhau trén thé gioi.
Noi day, hang nam tiép nhan khoang 1.500.000 lwgt du khach. www.houstonzoo.com

“Minute Maid Park” toa lac trung tam thanh phd véi tri gia 240.000 m§ kim. La san van dong I&én nhat thé gisi vé
mon baseball. Van dong trwérng cé mai che, cé hé thdng diéu hoa khong khi. V&i strc chira 42.000 khan gid. Cong tac
dong hay mé& mai che chi can 20 phat. Co 77 bai dau xe véi strc chira 7.000 xe trong moét Iic. Khanh thanh ngay
30/3/2000. Dién thoai s6 713-259-8687. Trang Web www.astro.com.

‘ Ven ngoai 6 Houston cd trung tam thwong mai “Katy Mills Mall” dwoc xem la Ion nh4t. Rong 620 mau Anh, vi
bang 680 san da banh. Bai dau xe chtra dwgc 9.800 chiec trong cung thoi gian. SO lwong nhan vién lam viéc thay doi tr
3.500 dén 5.000 ngw&i. Khanh thanh cudi thang 10 nam 1999. bién thoai 281-644-5050.
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Mall loai sang la Galleria, gan trung tam thanh phé.

"‘First Colony Mall” & khu vyc Tay Na]m Houst’on, goc xa 16 59 véi xa 16 6 thudc quan hat Fort Bend, mét quén hat
dwoc xép hang 4 toan lién bang nam 2005 vé phat trieén cac mat.

“Chg troi” (Traders Village Flea Market) rong 105 méu Anh vé&i 1.000 gian hang va khoang 20.000 mat hang khac
nhau vao moi cudi tuan (thtr bay & chud nhat) tir 7AM dén t6i. Phone 281-890-5500. Trang Web www.tradersvillage.com

Cong vién dua chod san lon phét thé gid¢i. Cung cép cho khach mét chwong trinh giéi tri doc dao. Nhirng cudc dua
cho san rat song dong tir thir ba dén chd nhat, véi mét hé thong dat cwoc hoat dong bat ké mwa hay nang. Dién thoai
409-986-9500.

Cong vién dua ngwa co tién nghi bac nhét cda tiéu bang. Cudc dua mua dong tir 24 thang 10 dén 30 thang 3 nam
sau, cuéc dua mua hé tir 27 thang 6 dén 6 thang 9. Bién thoai 281-807-8700.

Houston c6 mét hé théng duwong chang chit véi 39.000 tén dudng I6n nhé dai ngan. C6 56 cong vién, 44 hd boi
khong ké ho boi riéng trong cac cw x4, 210 san quan vot, 509 van déng trwdng cac mon, 8 vién bao tang, ..v..v..

e. Cong Pong Viét Nam.

Cong DBéng Viét Nam chung ta tai Houston va viing phu can wéc lwong khodng 150.000 ngan ngudi. Riéng pham
vi thanh phdé Houston trong ndm 2006 1a 85.000 ngudi (source Houston City). Hinh thanh tr nam 1983 sau gan 10 ndm
co6 mat noi day voi danh xwng “Cong Ddng Nguoi Viét Quéc Gia Houston & Vung Phu Can”. Mét té chirc do ba con ddng
hwong bau 1&n c& mbi 2 nam mot nhiém ky voi danh xwng “Hoi Déng Dai Dién”, c6 trach nhiém phi hop cac sinh hoat
trong Coéng Doéng, 1a gach ndi véi co quan hanh chanh va cac Céng Dong ban noi day. Nguwoi dirng dau Hoi Dong Dai
Dién c6 danh xwng “Cha Tich Céng Bong”. Nhiém ky 2008-2011, Chu Tich Cong Déng la 6ng Hoang Duy Hung, nhung
khi 6ng Hung déc ct Nghij Vién thi tlr thang 1/2010 la 6ng Phan Huy Hoc. Bat dau tiv nhiém ky nay vai théi gian 3 nam do
dai hoi khoang dai Cong Bdng ngay 1/7/2007 quyét dinh tu chinh Néi Qui.

Bwéc dau dinh cw, ba con dong hwong cw trd khap cac khu vuc cua thanh pho tuy theo sy thuan tién clia co
quan thién nguyén tro giup noi an chén & luc bay gi. Dan dan, khuynh hwéng sbng gén bo véi cong an viéc lam da thu
hat ba con qui tu vé& khu Tay Nam Houston. Doc hai bén duéng Bellaire va Beechnut tir xa 16 8 vé phia Tay, c6 thé xem
la khu phd Viét Nam, vi hau hét co s& kinh doanh thwong mai va dich vu do ngu&i Viét Nam lam chi. Cé mét khu trong
trung tdm Houston (downtown) ciing 1a khu thwong mai Viét Nam, véi nét dac biét 1a nhiéu con dwéong trong khu ve nay
c6 tén bang Viét ngl* nhw Trdn Hwng Pao, Hai Ba Trung,..v..v.. ngay dwdi ban tén duwdng bang Anh ngir, do Hdi Ddng
Dai Dién Cong Ddng van dong véi Hoi Bong thanh phd va éng Thi Truwdng. Khu Tay Bac Houston ciing déng dao ba con
ddng hwong cw trd lam an. Néu cé ba con tir Viet Nam sang du lich ma di mua sdm trong nhitng khu vuc nay, cv twéng
nhw dang & Sai Gon, nhwng la Sai Gon hai ngoai tw do va lich sw.

Riéng ba con séng & khu Béng Nam Houston c6 cai tén nghe rat Viet Nam 13 “Bay Lang Viét Nam”, v&i cw dan
khoang 3.000 ngudi. “Bay Lang Viét Nam” 1a ba Lat, Hue, Sai Gon, Saint Marie, Saint Joseph, Thai Xuan, va Thanh
Tam. Chi v&i nhirng cai tén ay khong thoi, cling du goi Ién nét dé cdm cla déng hwong du chwa dén tham lang.

Do van doéng cia Ho6i Ddng Dai Dién Cong Ddng qua tirng nhiém ky, Hoi Déng thanh phd va 6ng Thi Trudng
Houston, v&i nhivng van ban chanh thire: (1) Ngay 5/12/1997, céng nhan “Cong Béng Viét Nam & Cong Béng Ti Nan
Cong San”. (2) Ngay 10/3/1999, cdng nhan “Ngay 11 thang 3 hang ndm Ia Ngay Nhan Quyén” ctia Cong Déng Viét Nam
ti nan. (3) Ngay 28/4/2000, cong nhan “Ngay 30 thang 4 & Ngay Twéng Niém” ctia Cong Dong Viét Nam. (4) Ngay
18/6/2003, cong nhan “Quéc ky Viét Nam nén vang ba soc dé 1a biéu twong clia Cong Péng Viét Nam ti nan.

T6 chirc.

Sau nhittng nam vat 16n voi cudc séng trong xa héi ky nghé noi day, Cong Dbng Viét Nam
chung ta tieng buwdc 4n dinh gia dinh va hoc van ctia cac con cac chau. Tir do, véi tinh than trach nhiém
vé nhung viéc lgi ich chung trong Cong Dong dan dén hanh dong “tw phat” hinh thanh cac té chire. “Tw
phat”, vi Cong Péng chiing ta hoan toan tw t6 chirc va quan tri ma khong chap nhan sw quan tri cta bat
clr co' quan ngoai giao nao cuia cong san Viét Nam. Dén nay, khé c6 dwoc con sb chinh xac, nhung it
nhét cling c6 106 t6 chirc I&n nhd, vé: Chinh tri. V&n hoa khoa hoc. Van hoc nghé thuat. Chuyén gia ky thuat. Cwu hoc
sinh trung hoc, dai hoc. Cac hdi doan cwu quan nhan. Hbi déng hwong tirng tinh hay lién tinh. Than hiru twong trg. Cac
t6 chirc thién nguyén. ..v..v..

Quéc ky Viét Nam nén vang ba soc dd. Hoa trong phong trao van déng cac co quan hanh chanh cép tiéu bang,
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quan hat, va thanh phd, cdng nhan quéc ky Viét Nam la biéu twong tw do clia Cong Ddng ching ta ti nan cong san. Tinh
dén ngay 18 thang 11 nam 2009, c6 115 don vi hanh chanh gdm: 15 tiéu bang, 8 quan hat, va 92 thanh phd da chanh
thirc cong nhan. Tiéu bang Texas cong nhan ngay 11 thang 11 ndm 2004. Trong s6 15 tiéu bang céng nhan, cé 2 tiéu
bang Louisiana va Ohio céng nhan bang Luat.

Thém nira, cac Hoi Dong Pai Dién Céng Dong Ngudi Viét Qubc Gia tai Houston tir nam 1994 dén nam 2005, véi
sw hd tro tich cwe clia ddng hwong trong Cong Dong, da thwe hién duwgc 12 ky dai tai cac khu phé thwong mai sam uét
ctia Houston va ven ngoai 6. Tai mdi ky dai c6 3 14 c& ngang nhau: qudc ky Hoa Ky, quéc ky Viét Nam, va c& tiéu bang
Texas. Tat ca tuy chwa qui mé nhw tén goi, nhung diéu quan trong 1a quéc ky Viét Nam chung ta, cung véi quéc ky lién
bang Hoa Ky va co tiéu bang Texas, tung bay trén cac vung Bong, Tay, Nam, Bac, Dong Bac, Dong Nam, Tay Béc, va
Tay Nam ctia Houston

Sinh hoat.

Can c Nién Giam Thwong Mai nam 2009, nhitng co s& thwong mai va dich vu Viét Nam tai Houston va phu can, cé
nhirng con sé sau day: Ban xe, stra xe, lam ddng: 109. Banh ngot: 26. Bao hiém: 68. Béi toan, twéng sb, t& vi: 25. Co sé&
bao chi: 33. Cho: 27. Co s& tén gido: 55. Dich vu dia 6c & vay tién: 148. Dich vu video: 59. Dich vu khai thué: 52. bién &
dién lanh: 28. Déng Y: 8. Hoi Doan: 108. Nha sach: 5. Nha hang, tiém an: 166. Nha in: 25. Nha thubc tay: 28. Phong
mach bac si y khoa: 136. Phong mach bac si nha khoa: 160. Phong mach bac si nhan khoa: 38. Phong mach bac si tham
my: 17. Phong mach bac si chuyén khoa: 73. Tiém ca phé nhac: 29. Tiém may & stra 4o quan: 23. Tiém vang: 30. Tiém
téc, mong tay: 125. Van phong luat sw: 52. Van phong bao hiém: 83. Vuwdn ban cay hoa & kiéng: 9. Dai phat thanh cé:
Dai Saigon Houston 900AM. Dai Little Saigon 1520 AM. Dai TNT 24/24 gi® nhwng phai cé radio déc biét méi bat dwoc
(Con cd dai VOVN phat thanh ban ngay va dai VAB phat thanh ban dém, nhwng ca hai da ngwng phat séng). Dai phat
hinh (TV) dia phwong c6 dai VAN-TV 55.2 va dai Tudi Tré Hai Ngoai BYN 57.3

S6 lwgng nhitng co s& trén day chéac chan la chwa dd, nhung trong mirc d6 nao do, da noi Ién mot Cong Dong
I&n manh t&r nhirng d6i ban tay trang khi dat chan den mién dat htra trong 34 nam qua.

Nhirng 18 héi.

Sau ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975 nhéat 13 khi ti nan tai hai ngoai, chéc it ai ngh rdng chiéc ao dai Viét Nam cé co
hoi xuét hién tai hai ngoai. Nhung tir khi cac t6 chirc trong Cong Bong duwgc hinh thanh, ciing tir d6 céc 1€ hoi duoc to
chirc hang ndm. Bwdc dau con rdi rac nhwng dan dan theo thoi gian, ba con trong Céng Déng nhan ra sy can thlet cla
céac 1& hoi trong muc dich gép phan gin giir van hoa Viét Nam tai hai ngoai, nén sinh hoat nay tirng bwéc vao nén nép va
phét trién.

Ngay nay, trong nhiéu I& hoi nhat 1a 1& hoi Tét Nguyén Dan cé sirc thu hat nhitng cong déng ban, ké ca ngudi
ban x(r, dén cac 1& hdi chung ta tim hiéu vé van hoa Viét Nam. Chiéc 4o dai da that sw gép phan tao thém nét duyén
dang uyén chuyén cla phu ni¥ Viét Nam néi chung, va thanh thiéu nir Viét Nam néi riéng. V&i lai trong mot sb 18 hoi cudi
nam ho&c dau n&m am lich, hau nhw déu cé cudc thi 4o dai hoac trinh dién thoi trang 4o dai.

Hang nam, Cong Ddng Viét Nam tai Houston cé cac 1& hoi sau day:

Ho6i Cho Tét. Hon 10 ndm qua, hang ndm cé Hoi Cho Tét véi hang trdm gian hang khac nhau, do Nhém Sinh
Hoat Thé Hé hod&c t6 chirc Sinh Vién, néi chung la thé hé tré dirng ra té chirc trong khu Convention Center rong Ién. Tét
Mau Ty 2008 vira qua, Hoi Cho Tét té chirc trong tda nha thé thao réng 1&n Reliant Stadium gan géc dwdng Fannin voi
xa 16 610 South, da rat thanh cong nhw nhitng nam truée.

Tién nam ci don nam méi. Trong trach nhiém gop phan gin g nét dep van hoa Viét Nam noi hai ngoai, cac
Hoi Doan, cac to chirc van hoa xa hoi, to chtre ky thuat, dong huong, ..v..v.., déu to chtrc ngay hop mat vao nhirng ngay
cudi nam hoac dau nam am lich, thwong la to chire tai nha hang vi noi dé ¢ tién nghi can thiét.

Ngay Quédc Han 30/4. Ngay nay théng thwong do Hoi E)ong Dai Dién Cong Ddng té chire, ddi khi Hoi Doan quan
déi duoc uy thac trach nhiém t6 chirc. Nhitng nam gan day, cac td chirc tré tham gia rat nhiét tinh. Muc dich: Tuwong
niém tat ca nhirng cong dan Viét Nam Céng Hoa da hi sinh vi dan chd tw do. Lén an ché do cdng san bop nghet quyén
lam ngwdi clia ddng bao trong nwéc.

Gid té6 Hung Vwong. Hoi Déng Pai Dién Cong Poéng trach nhiém té chirc theo nghi thirc cb truyén, véi sw cong
tac cta cac Hoi Boan tai Houston.

Ky niém Hai Ba Trwng. Trong nhitng nam gan day, t6 chirc phu ni¥ dau tranh duwoc dy nhiém thyc hién, véi sw
tham dy cla nhiéu t6 chirc cwu ni sinh Trung Vwong, cwu niv sinh Gia Long, ....



Ngay Quan Lwc 19/6. Thong thwéong la Hoi Doan Quan Dai trach nhiém td chirc. Muc dich: Vinh danh Quan Lvc
Viét Nam Coéng Hoa, vinh danh Ngwoi Linh Viét Nam Cong Hoa trén cac mat tran quan s, chinh tri, kinh t€, van hoa xa
hoi.

Vé phia tén gido. Ngay Chua Giang Sinh, ngay Phat Dan Sinh, va nhirng ngay trong dai khac cta Phat Gido
Hoa Hao, Cao Dai, ..v..v.. dwoc té chirc rat qui mo tai cac nha thd, cac chua, thanh that. D&c biét, 18 dén Giao Thiva va
cac ngay Mong Mét, Méng Hai, Méng Ba Tét, tai cac co s& tén gido rat dong ngudi tham dw. Nét ndi bat 1a hau nhw ni
giGi tr tudi gia xubng dén tudi tré déu mac 4o dai véi nhirng kiéu nhirng mau rat dep méat.

Y thire chinh tri. Hoa trong sinh hoat chinh trj cia Céng Ddng Viét Nam ti nan trén thé gioi, Cong Pong tai
Houston va vung phu can té chirc nhitng budi mit tinh, biéu tinh, tuyét thue, hay gay quy, hé tro phong trao dau tranh doi
dan chu ty do trong nwéc. Dong thoi véi nhivng bu0| mit tinh biéu tinh méi khi ¢ 1anh dao cong san Viét Nam dén Hoa
Ky, phan d6i moi hanh doéng clia ho dan ap nhan quyen bit mat bit tai bijt miéng 83 triéu dan trong nwéc. Cong Dong luén
doi héi l1anh dao cong san Viét Nam phai thwc hién dan chd héa ché do chinh tri, tra lai day da quyén lam nguwoi cia dan
toc.

Tém lai.

Thanh phé Houston. Vé&i sb dan cw déng hon bat cir thanh phd nao cla tiéu bang Texas. Vé&i vi tri thuan loi
giao thwong duéng bién nén hai cang Houston duoc xép vao 10 hai cang Ién nhét thé gidi, va phi cang Houston. Ky
nghé chéng nhitng hang dau cta thanh phd, ma con l1a hang dau cla tiéu bang, la khai thac dau héa, loc dau, va san
xuét cac san phadm héa hoc tir phd sén dau héa.

Cong Poéng Viét Nam. Gop mat trong sb cw dan Houston tir 34 nam trwdc véi nhivng doi ban tay trdng, ngay nay
hon mot tram ngan ngwoi Viét Nam ti nan da thanh céng trén nhiéu 1anh vuwe sinh hoat xa hoi noi day. Vao nhirng ngay
cudi ndm hoc hang ndm, hoc sinh Viét Nam tbt nghiép I1&p 12 véi ty 1& cao hon nhiéu cdng ddng ban, ké ca hoc sinh cong
ddng ban xt&. U'dc tinh binh quan, hdu nhw médi gia dinh Viét Nam déu cé it nhat mot nguoi tdt nghiép dai hoc. Nhiéu
chuyén gia Viét Nam gi* nhirng chirc vu quan trong trong cac cong ty, dai cdng ty, va ngay ca trong Co Quan Quan Trj
Hang Khoéng & Khong Gian (NASA), va trong quan doi Hoa Ky ciing vay. Nhiéu co s& kinh doanh thwong mai dich vu do
Viét Nam 1am cha va diéu hanh. Nhivng khu nha méi cat xong, nhét Ia khu Tay Nam Houston, ching ta sé& khéng ngac
nhién khi thay rat déng dong hwong lam cha.

Chuing t6i, Cong DPdng Viét Nam tai Houston va ving phu can, rét, hénh dién ma gioi thiéu voi qui d§ng hwong t xa dén,
doi nét vé nhirng gi chung toi tao dwng dwoc tlr nhirng ban tay trang, va hon hét, ching téi ludn ngang cao dau trwdc cac
cOng dong ban ké ca cong dong ban xtr nhw néi véi ho rang:

“Chung t6i hanh dién 1a ngwoi Viét Nam tw do, khong bao gid chdp nhan cong san doc tai, va chang t6i da thanh cong

trong nhiéu Ianh vuc sinh hoat trén cac qué huong ther hai”.

Houston, thang 5 nam 2006
Nhat tu ngay 17/01/2010

10






